astle rortiication and Tens

Japan’s early modern castles are attracting considerable attention from international organisations, including UNESCO,

as cultural heritage of which the world can be proud. With the aim of re-examining such castles from a world-wide
perspective, an international conference organised by ICOFORT ( International Scientific Committee on Fortification and
Military Heritage), an advisory body to UNESCO, will take place in Matsue in order to exchange a wide range of views on
castles, fortresses and naval ports from ancient times to the present day. On the first day, Sunday 8 November, an opening

symposium will be held, gathering the experts and public. We look forward to welcoming you all.
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COFORT International Conference 2026 in Matsue
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During several decades from the Azuchi-Momoyama through to the early Edo
period, castles featuring magnificent tenshu were constructed successively all
over Japan. These castles and castle towns will be compared with the fortified
cities and ports that sprang up along trade routes stretching from Europe to
Persia, India and China.
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Organised by: “ICOFORT International Conference 2026 in Matsue” Executive Committee Co-organised by: ICOFORT / ICOMOS Japan, Matsue City ./ Inuyama City ./
Matsumoto City / Preparation Working Group for the Promotion of the “Early-Modern Japanese Castles” for the World Heritage Inscription / ARCHI-DEPOT Corporation https://icofort-matsue.jimdofree.com/
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The Age of Exploration and Fortified Cities
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Opening Addres Akihito Uesada (mayor of Matsue)
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i S Yasuyosh| Okada (chairperson, ICOMOS Japan)
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Milagros Flores (president, ICOFORT)
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“The Fortifications of the Hispanic Crown in the 16th-18th Centuries:The First Global System”
Fernando Cobos (architect, vice-president, ICOFORT, Spain)
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“Alamut Castle - Stronghold of Ismailis in Medieval Persia”

Mohammad Hassan Talebian (professor, University of Tehran, former deputy-of Ministry of Heritage, ra
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“Maritime Fortifications of India and the Arab Region between 16th - early 20th Centuries”

Shikha Jain (director of DRONAH, India)
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‘Japanese Castles with Tenshu and Palaces, and Castle Towns around”
Kazuyoshi Fumoto (professor emeritus, Nagoya Institute of Technology)
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“Castle Construction Boom in Keicho Era and Matsue Castle”
Hitoshi Nakai (professor emeritus, University of ShigaPrefecture)
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“The Capital Fortifications ofHanyang.‘ A GapitalBetfense System for Protecting the-People”
Kim Young So0 (professor, Seqiil Natiohal Unjvgisity, South Korea)
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“Fortified System of Japanese Castlesias seemsinEarly Modern Military Treatises™
Katsura Sato (professor, Miisashjhortnivefsity)
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Shoichi Ota professor, Kyoto Institute of Technology)
HHIET Gemestisrgs. o
Lyu Haiping (professor, Shenyang Jianzhu Universtty}
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Riichi l\/liyake (director, Yoshiro and Yoshio TaniguchiAvfuseum-ofArchitectyrg, Kapazawa)
meos UMD mThams

KO]I Yamane (deputy mayor of Mdtsug Eity)
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Rumi Okazaki (associate professor; Shitfadra Institute of Technoldgy)
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